the US, England, Wales, and Canada -if a suspect voluntarily confesses to a crime, the prosecutor can recommend a more lenient punishment than would be the case if the suspect pleaded not guilty and the case had gone to trial.
As for more serious crimes, legal experts note an emerging trend of tougher punishments for major drug crimes, including execution, and continued use of the death penalty for homicide cases that are deemed to have had a significant impact on social order. It seems that the regime is beginning to pull back slightly on the more lenient 'harmonious justice' agenda of the Hu Jintao 胡锦涛 era (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) that recognised a greater variety of mitigating circumstances to consider in sentencing. ignored. An online uproar followed the SPC decision, with people arguing that the failures of the system to acknowledge Jia's rights or even give him a hearing had driven him to desperation. This is a subject that resonates with people in cities and the countryside alike, as forced demolitions have for decades led to frequent conflict and abuse. High-profile Chinese legal experts waded into the debate, arguing that nowadays courts routinely accept a range of mitigating circumstances in deciding the fate of convicted murderers. His case was an obvious example of provocation that not so long ago would have resulted in a 'suspended' death sentence, which would have been converted into a life sentence after two years. Even the conservative Global Times argued that Jia should not be executed. 
Reforming for Quality Control
When to shift local functionaries' mindsets about the value of a court trial, and stresses the importance of collecting a greater variety of evidence that can be tested through cross-examination in the courtroom. These reforms are intended to 'standardise' 规范化 judicial practice across China and to prevent the kind of miscarriages of justice that were common when the focus was on the investigation itself. The goals of the reforms include:
• ensuring that evidence is untainted
• encouraging witnesses to testify in court, thus testing their evidence through cross-examination
• emphasising that the burden of proof lies with the prosecution
• giving defendants access to a lawyer and giving lawyers access to defendants' case files
• understanding that the standard of proof requires excluding reasonable doubt
• ensuring that only lawfully obtained evidence can be presented at trial
• improving the legal aid system. areas understand how to cross-examine witnesses in court and to learn about other 'trial-centred' processes. The SPC estimates that by 2018, around 3,500 courts will participate in the live streaming of over one million cases.
14 China has approximately 200,000 judges. In 2016, they heard over seventeen million cases and their workload has been increasing. 15 As part of the overall yifa zhiguo reform package, SPC authorities in Beijing are also removing many legal staff in local courts who hold the title of 'judge' but in reality only perform bureaucratic tasks, thus further overburdening remaining staff. Beijing authorities' repeated promises to improve work conditions for the judiciary have not been enough to stop the haemorrhaging of judges from the system in recent years. According to one report, over one thousand judges have recently resigned, citing the burden of their caseloads, insufficient remuneration, lack of community respect for the profession, and lack of promotion opportunities as their main reasons.
16
Notwithstanding the problem of a decreasing number of judges, this suite of reforms is part of a larger parcel of initiatives aimed at bolstering the credibility of the judicial system in the eyes of the public through increasing the perception that it is fair and efficient. This would have the additional but not incidental benefit of encouraging those with civil and economic complaints to make the courtroom, not the streets, the site of dispute resolution, thereby allowing the state to better control petitioning, dissent, and discord.
The State Council Information Office issued its first White Paper on human rights
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On 12 September 2016, the State Council Information Office 国务 院新闻办公室 issued its first-ever White Paper on the subject of the judicial protection of human rights. Since they were first issued in 1991, China's yearly White Papers, which are primarily aimed at a foreign audience, have consisted of general descriptions of China's progress in economic, social, and cultural rights. For the first time, the 2016 White
Paper created a direct and explicit link between human rights achievements and judicial guarantees, implicitly linking judicial reform with state legitimacy. It emphasises how the judiciary is being strengthened to provide human rights protections: 'the judiciary is the last line of defence to safeguard social fairness and justice, and judicial protection of human rights is an important part of human rights progress in a country … Strengthening judicial protection of human rights will continue to be a major task in implementing the rule of law.' It is also remarkable that the White Paper devotes an entire section to the 'Legitimate Rights and Interests of Detainees', a sensitive topic not central to political priorities. 17 Specifically, it urges more effective supervision over prisons and detention centres to increase the transparency of law enforcement in this area and prevent illegal interrogation and forced confessions. The White
Paper also promotes the standardisation of practices regarding sentencing, commuting, parole, and the establishment of an open national freedom of information network.
Controlling Dissent Through Law
As constructive as these new developments may be, they do not signal a tectonic shift in the culture of China's justice system, given the stress put on the Party's role. Improvements and reforms sit alongside a set-in-stone politico-legal culture that relies on the supremacy of the Party and the maintenance of social and political stability. As in the past, the Party-state is using its politico-legal organs to fight against what the Party identifies as major threats to the nation, including corruption, crime, and dissent. ests of the state that they will be considered to have done so for political purposes -and that there are grave risks to such actions.
Foreign Influence on Trial
The subject of foreign influence is a very sensitive one. Over a few days at the end of July and the beginning of August, more than ten state-owned Project director Qian Gang 钱钢 defines it -is a strong reminder of the way that language was used in the Maoist era at times of real or perceived vulnerability for the CCP. 
